
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 
 

              

 
Harlan County student earns an offer of Presidential 

Scholarship from Eastern Kentucky University in 
Richmond for tourism-based business idea   

 

A graduate of The Center for 

Rural Development’s 

Entrepreneurial Leadership 

Institute (ELI) program has 

earned a college scholarship 

offer to one of the state’s 

leading universities.  

 

Blake Blevins, a student at 

Harlan County High School, will 

receive a Presidential 

Scholarship offer from Eastern 

Kentucky University in 

Richmond for his team’s 

winning business plan to grow 

the region’s economy in the 

2013 ELI Business Concept Competition.  

 

Blevins was a member of the ELI business team, “Fudgalicious Fudgery,” which crafted a plan for a start-

up business venture that makes and sells homemade fudge marketing to customers online and directly to 

tourists. Each of the five members on the winning team is eligible to receive a scholarship offer from EKU. 
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“ELI has helped me build my business and entrepreneurial skills by sharing various processes and skills 

needed to create and maintain a successful business,” said Blevins, a 15-year-old high school student. 

“I’m definitely more prepared.” 

 

The winning business team was announced on June 14 during ELI’s graduation program at The Center in 

Somerset. Twenty-nine high school students from 17 Kentucky counties put their business skills to work 

this summer learning what it takes to start and manage a successful business venture in Southern and 

Eastern Kentucky. 

 

The ELI student teams worked with Pat Bradley, small business training specialist for Southeast Kentucky 

Economic Development Corp. (SKED), an affiliate of The Center, and other business experts to create 

business plans for six start-up business ventures. 

 

“The Entrepreneurial Leadership Institute, or ELI, gives participants a real-world look into the process of 

starting a business,” said Delaney Stephens, community liaison and youth programs coordinator for The 

Center. “It is encouraging to see these young aspiring leaders of our region already driven to achieving 

success in their lives.”  

 

Blake is the son of Dan and Stephanie Mosley and Jerry and Nikki Blevins. 

 

Other business concepts included “Signal 5,” a restaurant that serves only locally grown products; 

“MedAssist Application,” an app for doctors, nurses, patients, and other healthcare providers; “Kentucky 

Connections,” an app that showcases Kentucky’s best attributes and businesses; “Mountain Top,” a 

restaurant that serves only locally grown, organic pesticide-free produce; and “Lake Cumberland Learning 

Center,” a nonprofit facility for children and teens with special needs. 

 

For more information on ELI and other summer youth leadership programs at The Center, contact 

Delaney Stephens at 606-677-6000 or email youth@centertech.com. 
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Established in 1996 through the vision of U.S. Congressman Harold “Hal” Rogers, KY-05, and other leaders, 

The Center for Rural Development—the Center of Excellence for rural Kentucky and the nation—provides 

economic and community development programs to residents in a 45-county primary service area of Southern 

and Eastern Kentucky, and is home to several statewide and national technology-based programs. For more 

information on programs available through The Center, visit www.centertech.com. 
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PHOTO CAPTION: Delaney Stephens, community liaison and youth programs coordinator for The Center 

for Rural Development, presents 2013 Entrepreneurial Leadership Institute (ELI) graduate Blake Blevins, 

a student at Harlan County High School, with a certificate acknowledging his successful completion of the 

program. Blevins, a member of the ELI business team, “Fudgalicious Fudgery,” earned a Presidential 

Scholarship offer from Eastern Kentucky University in Richmond for his team’s winning business concept 

in the ELI Business Concept Competition. ELI, which provides leadership and business skills training for 

high school students in Southern and Eastern Kentucky, was held June 9-14 at The Center in Somerset. 


